Using participatory mapping

Maps are an excellent way to allow people to get to know a place, and give unique and challenging perspectives on local history and politics.

You can create online maps such as the one here:

Portland Tour http://platial.com/map/Portland-Radical-History-Tour/5163
Platform Audio Tour http://www.andwhilelondonburns.com/
Leeds asylum tour http://www.autonomousgeographies.org/files/tour_map_front.pdf
Method

· Choose a topic for the tour

· Make a list of the kinds of places you will visit

· On a blank sheet of paper, draw an outline of a city and mark on the places you will visit. This does not have to be accurate – just give an idea of how it will work in practice

Tips

· Choose a topic which can be the basis of a local walk – for example migration, the carbon industry, the local defence industry, local radical historical events.

· Research your map well

· Choose places tat are easy to stop near for a walking group.

· Timing is key – rehearse these in detail

· Make sure you have confident, knowledgeable speakers who know the information

· Use a number of speakers who rotate round different stopping points

· Think about safety issues such as traffic, and have clearly identifiable guides in the group

· Make some colorful banners you will use during the tour so bypassers know what is happening

· You can put your map on line and make it interactive. You’ll need some help here – but start with google maps.

· You should produce hard copy paper maps to give out on the day or for people to use on their own. And make them available on the www.

· Make sure you include extra information so people can follow issues up

· Get the local media involved through a press release.

· If you have resources, make an audio file to go with the tour and upload these on the web or give out on a CD.

