What is the Valley Alliance of Worker Co-ops?

A “co-op of co-ops”, the Valley Alliance of Worker
Co-operatives (VAWC) is an integrated network that
works together as a means of strengthening the efforts
of our individual co-ops to develop their businesses,
serve their members, and contribute to the wider co-
operative economy. VAWC is itself an expression of
co-operative principles and is rooted in the ideals of
co-operation, mutuality and solidarity. Our core goal
is to provide ourselves with the resources and sup-
port we need to advance our co-operatives, empower
our members, and benefit more people in our com-
munities.

Who can be a member?

Workplaces that meet the criteria of being a work-
er co-operative as defined by the US Federation of
Worker Co-operatives and the International Declara-
tion on Worker Co-operatives (CICOPA). Member-
ship is open to worker co-operatives in and around
the Connecticut River Valley in Western New England.
VAWC’s activities are centered in the Connecticut
River Valley between Springfield, MA and Brattleboro,
VT. Contact us about applying for membership.

What does VAWC want to achieve?

We envision a co-operative economy where one can
live an entirely co-operative day:An economy built on
workers’ self-determination and freedom of action
and association; An economy of breadth and depth
that puts working people in control of their economic
destiny while serving their communities in accordance
with the co-operative values and principles.

We work in local, national, and international
movements.

From International Co-operative Alliance’s Statement
on the Co-operative ldentity

Definition: A co-operative is an autonomous asso-
ciation of persons united voluntarily to meet their
common economic, social, and cultural needs and as-
pirations through a jointly-owned and democratically-
controlled enterprise.

Current Membership

VAWC is a cross industrial membership organization with
ten Member Co-ops sustaining over 65 jobs and earning
a total revenue of over $7 million.The age of member co-
ops ranges from | year to well over 30. Since 2008 VAWC
has increased annually in membership, jobs and revenue.

For more go to www.valleyworker.org.

VAWC is a proud federation partner of
the United States Federation of Worker

Co-operatives. www.usworker.coop.

VAWC is a Steering Committee member of Valley Co-oper-
ative Business Association. For maps, listings and more on all
types of co-operatives, please visitwww.vcba.coop.

Organizational Affiliates
Webskillet Collective, UE Local

Franklin Community Co-op (Green Field’s & McCuskers)
Pelham Auto

for a Co-operative Economy
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Our Mission Statement

The Valley Alliance of Worker Co-operatives is dedi-
cated to building a sustainable local economy by
facilitating the growth and development of worker
co-operatives.To realize this, we provide support for
our members, develop new worker co-operatives
by offering mentoring and skill-sharing, and promote
worker co-operatives by educating and developing
community awareness.
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1.413.268.5800
www.valleyworker.org

info@valleyworker.org

Together, Were Working for a Co-operative Economy



Providing turnkey re-
newable energy system
installations at homes,
businesses, municipalities
and institutions.

PV Squared custom designs and installs solar electric
and hot water systems, small wind turbine technolo-
gies and micro-hydroelectric facilities.
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PioneerValley PhotoVoltaics

a worker-owned cooperative

www.pvsquared.coop

> Co-op 193

Making high quality body products with only natural
ingredients, organic whenever possible, tested on our
friends, not our pets.

We are changing the world, one balm at a time.

PO Box 108 * Haydenville, MA 01039
info@coop|08.com  (413) 575-3705

A human-powered delivery and hauling service for the
Northampton, Massachusetts area since 2002. All pick-

ups all by bicycle, all year round, at competitive rates.
www.pedalpeople.coop ¢ (413) 586-8591
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We provide full service printing, copying and publish-
ing, all on recycled paper, since 1983.In Amherst,
Florence and on the web.
www.collectivecopies.coop * (413) 586-5829
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GAIAHOST

COLLECTIVE

Reliable Internet hosting services from a socially and
environmentally concerned worker-owned collective.

Real Reliability * Real People * Real Responsibility
www.gaiahost.coop * | (800) 672-8060
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® valley green feast

The Farmer’s Market at Your Door

Offering residents of Western Massachusetts weekly
deliveries of healthy, local, organic food that support
local farms year round.

www.valleygreenfeast.com ¢ (413) 588-8704

® BHHC

BRATTLEBORO HOLISTIC
HEALTH CENTER

Providing services in acupuncture, massage, herbal,
lifestyle, dietary consultation and an apothecary in
downtown Brattleboro.

www.brattleboroholistichealth.com ¢ (802) 251-0888
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support for individuals and
organizations developing and implementing their own
educational materials, programs, and digital resources.

www.toolboxfored.org * (617) 252-5799
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Cloth and compostable diaper service, chemical-free
linen laundering. Serving the valley from Greenfield to
Springfield.

www.simple.coop ¢ (413) 749-6232

Broadferk

PERMACULTURE
Sustainable Food Gardens
Nourishing People and Ecosystems

www.broadfork.coop
contact@broadfork.coop ¢ (413) 367-663|

CSA Shares for Summer,
Winter, Fruit and Eggs

For more info go to our
website or email us:

stonesoupfarm@gmail.com

https://sites.google.com/site/stonesoupfarm/



