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JUST AS THE SUN ALLOWS NO DARKNESS
THE LAKE ALLOWS NO DRYNESS
TIHE WIND ALLOWS NO CALM
THE RIVER, NO SILENCE...

THE EARTHSHIP ALLOWS NO POVERTY






INTRODUCTION

Global observations continue to show that the earth
and its inhabitants are in a precarious situation.
Politics, economics, and religion all present shallow
solutions to a confused, disenchanted global
populace. Politicians promise jobs. Economists
analyze markets and play games while religious
leaders perform crystalized ceremonies that have
little to do with today's world. Meanwhile people are
jobless, homeless, starving and dying, or if they are
lucky, just unhappy and apathetic.

Why make jobs? Why should our lives (our existence)
depend so much on a thing called the economy?
Even religions which were founded on a spark of
inspiration have now become dogmatic institutions
that function with money. The all-encompassing
economic dinosaur is too large to be changed or
significantly influenced by anybody or anything and
doesn't even notice the people it is supposed to
serve. It eats everything in its path (including the souls of
men) and then leaves excrement so physically and
emotionally vile to both people and planet that life
itself is beginning to look questionable. What if we
slowly abandoned this dinosaur, using it for what it's
worth as we sail into another dimension of
existence? This thought will not be too exciting for
those who want wealth and power. But then what is
wealth and power and do these words have anything
at all to do with living?

Let's imagine we are going to give all people all the
necessities of life. This thing called economics need
not be so much a part of this.

The extras of life should be the fuel for the
economy - iti

What are the necessities? SHELTER, ENERGY,
FOOD, WATER, AIR. These necessities should
not be subject to the perversions of the economic
dinosaur. The capitalist game can still be played
with VCR's, lawn mowers, hair dryers, clothes dryers,
etc. but the necessities of life should be made easily
available to all, independent of economics.
Education should be aimed at this, politics could be
aimed at this, even religion can guide us toward a
survival that transcends the economic dinosaur.

We spend our time and money developing faster
cars, taller buildings, better TV's, and so on while
people are freezing, starving and shitting in the
streets of our polluted and dying cities. Is there a bee
in any hive that is not provided for? Is there a tree in
any forest that does not have soil for its roots? Is
there an elk in any herd that cannot graze (well actually
all of these are on their way out with the rest of us!). But
humans have no system for all like these other
creatures. |t is still possible for us to achieve this
however. A system for all would manifest the
necessities of life for all while perfectly
interfacing with the planet that we are al|
traveling on.

One conceptual approach to this system for all is a
single vessel, available to all, that independently
provides the necessities of life. Somehow every
adult human should get one of these. The
Government could provide them; foundations could
provide them; even the wealthy could provide them,
but this is a dream. These factions all are slaves



themselves of the economic dinosaur. We must
invoke the necessities of life for ourselves.
We must take what is "out there" and build ourselves
vessels that will provide the necessities of life -
SHELTER, ENERGY, FOOD, WATER, and AIR -
survival beyond economics. This is what the ever
evolving Earthship concept is after - a survival guide
for a civilization that has turned on itself. Is it
possible for all people to have the necessities of life
without pollution, politics, or economics (all of which are
synonymous)? Yes it is. We must continue to evolve
the vessel and to help others get it, for there is no
peace in a world of haves and have nots.

In the Colorado mountains, the steep downhill
grades have built in safety spurs off of the
main road. These spurs (or runaway truck
ramps) are short uphill unpaved diversion
lanes that occur every few miles. Often, large
semi trucks experience brake failure and find
themselves rolling down the hill at an
increasing rate of speed, at some point getting
out of control and crashing. The uphill safety
spurs are there to absorb the out of control
momentum of the truck and bring it to a halt
without a catastrophe. The driver only has to
be aware enough to change the direction.







