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Application form and research details for the Winter 2010 Forest Garden Research project.

Monday 18th October 2010.

Dear friends and colleagues,

We are delighted that a private donor has come forward who is seeking to support the ongoing development, popularisation and research of forest gardens. They are able to provide funds on three specific conditions:

1. that the gardens will be planted this winter;

2. that baseline information and ongoing data is provided;

3. that the forest gardens will have some wider community benefit, such as open days, courses, plant propagation and distribution, or other practical or educational benefit.

Grants will be paid to successful applicants on receipt of the initial baseline data and design work.

We are able to make eight grants of £500, that can be spent on any aspect of developing and implementing your forest garden. Given that it is a tight time-scale between now and winter, please make sure that application forms are returned to us no later than Monday 8th November. To apply, please fill in the following application form, filling in all the relevant questions. Use as much space as you need, but please do keep your answers concise. At this stage we need to know what information you will be willing to provide, but we do not need all the details at this stage (e.g. we do not yet want to see planting plans, species lists or soil surveys).

If you are keen to be involved in the research work, but do not want to apply for the grant, please do still fill in the application form and then tell us at the end that you are not applying for a grant.

Send application forms by email to andyg@permaculture.org.uk. Many thanks.

Application form

1. About you and contact details

Contact name:

Correspondence address:

Email:

Telephone:

Project name:

Site address (if different to above):

Please tell us about any relevant training or practical experience you (or your group) have in designing or creating forest gardens:

2. Initial details of the forest garden

We are looking for good sized forest garden projects that are well thought through, well designed, and can communicate this through detailed design work, planting plans and schedules.

What are your reasons for establishing a forest garden? (e.g. self sufficiency, product diversity, environmental, social) 

How big is the overall site?

What area of planting is intended for the forest garden?

When are you intending to plant the forest garden? 

If you have specific dates for plantings (or other aspects of the garden's development), please tell us here. Do you want us to promote these planting days in the newsletter and website?

Will you be able to provide an overall design for the forest garden, including scale, orientation, key features, and where the main trees will be planted? (Let us know if you can provide background design work such as zoning or sector analysis.)


Yes / no, any comments:

Will you be able to provide an overall budget for the project (for later cost benefit analysis etc)?


Yes / no, any comments:

Will you be able to provide a planting plan showing details of the different planting layers (ground cover, bushes, small trees, canopy, etc)?


Yes / no, any comments:

Will you be able to provide an overall list of species that will be planted?


Yes / no, any comments:

Will you be able to provide details of soil type?


Yes / no, any comments:

3. Ongoing research commitment

We are looking for projects that are willing to undertake ongoing research.

Are you able to maintain a forest garden journal? The details are yet to be finalised, but it could include details such as records of key tasks and activities, management methods used (e.g. tree pruning, root pruning, root barriers used, pest control measures), and any problems encountered.  It could record how and where products are distributed or marketed (e.g. internally within groups or externally via farmers markets etc.), hours spent and number of people involved (and skills needed).


Yes / no, any comments:

Are you able to keep a photographic record of the forest gardens development? (At a minimum we would like to ask participants to photograph the garden each season – winter, spring, summer, autumn – and to ensure that at least some of the photos are taken from a fixed point, so that over time a consistent visual record can emerge.)


Yes / no, any comments:

Are you able to record yields from the forest garden, in year 3, year 5 and year 10. This does not need to be to the nearest gram, although we would expect you to use a good pair of scales! Some crops may be better recorded by bunch or by box e.g. “15 boxes of apples at average of 25kg per box.”


Yes / no, any comments:

4. Longevity of the project

We are looking for projects that have a reasonable prospect of lasting for ten years or more, so that we can collate yield data and develop an analysis of how well forest gardens perform over time.

Who owns the land on which the forest garden will be planted?

If you do not own the land, what agreements (formal or informal) are in place to ensure the forest garden will be able to remain in place for at least 10 years?

How will you manage the forest garden on an ongoing basis?

Whilst we understand that things do change, what assurances can you give that the forest garden project will continue for ten years?

5. Community benefits

What wider benefits will the forest garden bring? Tell us about the intended benefits. This could include open days, courses, practical activities and work days, plant propagation and distribution, or other educational benefits.

6. Agreements

We have a limited amount of money to carry out this research project and need to be sure that it is very well spent.

People applying for a grant must complete the following:

We the undersigned, agree that:

1. We must return the grant if work is not carried out or ongoing research data is not provided.

2. We will provide a written acknowledgement of the grant.

3. Researchers will be given reasonable access to the site to undertake further research work if required. Requests for access will be made in advance so that a suitable time and date can be agreed.

4. Photographs, designs, planting plans, schedules, species lists, and other research data that is submitted can be used by the Permaculture Association and disseminated via research papers, books, websites and other media.

Signed:





Date:

If you want to be involved in the research work but are NOT applying for a grant,  tell us here:

Permaculture Association, Charity 1116699, Company 05908919. Forest Garden Research Project 2010                                                                 3

