Permaculture Forest Garden

Meeting at Quadrangle 18th November 2010

Alastair Mackenzie, Josef Davies-Coates, Jessie Teggin, Deborah Wolton

The aim of this meeting was to start the ball rolling on the idea of designing and implementing a forest garden with campsite in the field at the Quadrangle.

What are the roles of Alastair and Josef, what do they want to get out of it, what sort of agreement should they have with the Trust?

Alastair: wants to complete the Permaculture Association teaching qualification – this project will give him real, hands-on experience which is necessary for the course.

He is prepared to do this design work without a fee but would like to be able to stay at the Quadrangle in order to work on the design and as a break from London.

Josef: similarly, is interested in doing the design work to further his knowledge and experience of permaculture design. He is prepared to do the work without a fee in exchange for the possibility of staying at the Quadrangle to work on the design and as a break from London. 

I will contact the other Trustees and put to them the following: 

· The Trust is very fortunate to have Alastair and Josef who are prepared to work on the design and implementation of the permaculture forest garden. 

· We understand that they are willing to do this work without a fee in exchange for help and support from us in terms of supplying and gathering information, defining the brief, participating in the evolution of the design, fundraising and making contact with other people or groups who might become involved as volunteers

· The Trust will pay their travel expenses in connection with this project

· Alastair and Josef can stay at the Quadrangle, in Shepherd’s Barn, rent free in lieu of a fee for their design work. As Shepherd’s Barn is frequently occupied the timing of these visits must be pre-arranged with Jessie

· We should agree on a timescale for the project

The Brief

· To design and plant a forest garden combined with a campsite in the field at the Quadrangle in an area approx 1.5 acres (about two thirds of the field)

· The main aim is not maximum production of fruit or vegetables but the creation of a forest garden which can be enjoyed for its beauty, can be used as a teaching resource, can be shared with others who will help in its maintenance and in the gathering of the harvest

· Space for car parking for say 20 cars must be included

· Space for tents – say 20 pitches

· Space for a large semi-permanent yurt or tipi

· Gathering/social/ bonfire place/s

· Composting toilets

· Composting area

· Water supply – rainwater harvesting

· Lockable tool store on site

Other considerations

Who will be our partners in practice – West Kent Extra?

What trees? Apples, pears, quince, plums

Size of trees? Standard, half standard, dwarf?

Shrub layer – soft fruit: raspberries, red and white currants, gooseberries

Coppicing/pollarding to supply wood for camp fires

The produce – what happens to it?

Fruit juicing, drying?

A mobile juicer?

Conversion of part of the stables?

Research

East Malling Research station - research project on permaculture?

Contact with West Kent Extra

The process of juicing apples and bottling

Funding possibilities for a community (also mobile?) fruit juicer and bottling plant? Leader funding?

Fruit drying

Compost toilets (CAT publication)

